
Next issue: 7th April. Please send your contributions to us at duntroondigger@gmail.com by
31st March. See Duntroon Digger Dates 2026 on the last page of this issue. 

Feb. 2026 - March 2026 Edition        Email: duntroondigger@gmail.com

The Duntroon Garage in
June 1991, after Andrew
and Sonya Pickles became
proprietors.

The photo was included in
an article published in the
Oamaru Mail, 28th June,
1991. See overleaf.

A new year has dawned and the first
meeting for the year of the Duntroon and
District Development Association committee
means we are back into harness for more
work. The committee is in the process of
updating the membership list.

We welcome all interested people to
become members and join us in the task
of promoting and developing our town
and district.

We know there are many people in our
community who have experience and
knowledge who would be an asset to the
DDDA team. If you have the time and the
interest, the meetings are open to attend.
Feel free to come along.

DDDA MEETING
Mon 9th Feb. 7pm at Vanished
World - All Welcome

Duntroon Wetlands
Working Bee

Sat 21st February

Meet at the
information kiosk 10am



From an article published in the Oamaru Mail, 28th June, 1991

Back when Andrew and Sonya Pickles took over
ownership of the Duntroon Garage

Multi Service Garage
Andrew, a certified mechanic, and Sonya Pickles,
took over ownership from Les and Daphne
McBride on June 1 this year.

Situated on State Highway 83, the garage is
ideally positioned to meet the demands  of the
local community and passing traffic.

Apart from providing a fully serviced station
with a comprehensive range of  spare motor
vehicle  and agricultural machinery parts,
mechanical repairs and light engineering work,
Duntroon Garage incorporates a convenience
store.

The wide variety of goods for sale include
grocery items, dairy products, plants and a New
Zealand Postal agency.

Sonya and Andrew are both bright young,
young energetic people who offer the public
friendly service and competitive prices.

The Duntroon Garage is open five and a half
days a week; 7.30am-5.30pm Monday to Friday,
and 8.30am-12.30 on Saturday.

Photo captioned: ‘Sonya and Andrew Pickles,
the new proprietors of the Duntroon Garage.’



Well, that information got me intrigued. The
messages went back and forth culminating
in an agreement to meet at the Flying Pig the
next day as Peter was actually staying in the
Waitaki Valley that very weekend.

At the Flying Pig we pored over a folder of
pictures I had brought with me. Where was
the crib that Peter was referring to? It was
located on the corner of Livingstone Street

Trip Around Memory Lane  By Karan Lawrence

For the benefit of those few souls who are not on Facebook, I am bound to inform you that
while Facebook has its negatives, there are positives to the social media platform.  For instance,
on January 12th some photos of the road/rail bridge over the Maerewhenua River were posted
to the Oamaru Memories page by Peter John Andrew Sutton.  The photos depicted a car
overturned on the bridge and the removal of the car. They were excellent photos and so I
messaged Peter asking permission to share them to the Duntroon North Otago page.

Peter was more than happy to have the photos shared and told me his father Ted Sutton
had owned a yellow crib in Duntroon and that he, Peter, would stay there every second
weekend. When the lease ended on the land, the crib was given to the Duntroon fire
brigade, and they used it for training and burned it down in the 1980s.

right next door to the Duntroon School. There it was hiding in plain sight in the aerial
photographs taken in the 1970’s.

Peter swam in the school baths as well as in the Maerewhenua River. He recounted how there
was a tree on its side, and he used to climb out onto the end of it and jump into the river.

All this reminiscing required a walk to the location of the crib. So off we went, stopping at
intervals so Peter could get his bearings. There is no sign of the crib now. Not even an
inclination of the building with the carport beside it. The land is now owned by Paul King.
As we ambled along Livingstone Street we stopped at Paul’s house and Peter told me
about the big barn that used to be there. It was held up by a long rope anchored to the
trees and when someone cut the rope the barn fell down.

We walked every street in Duntroon; it was a great way to spend an afternoon. We met
Trevor and Mel Jones at the gateway to their new home at the old Policeman’s house and
were given a guided tour of the garden. That was an unexpected delight for us both.

Free Business/Services List
If you would like to be included in the list please contact us at duntroondigger@gmail.com.
Please keep your entry to 2 lines maximum.

Barley: can deliver. Phone Errol Wells 0274 570 700

Flying Pig Cafe: normal hours: Mon-Fri: 7.30am-3pm  Sat/Sun: 8am-3pm.
Ph 021 08620428   flyingpigcafe.co.nz

Seed/Seed Mixes: fodder beet, grass, oats and kale seed. www.dufffarming.com.
duffs@dufffarm.co.nz or call Grant 027 7379518

The ’crib’ on Livingstone Street.



Duntroon Mokihi Waiora Clinic
Nau mai, haere mai! Kia mauri tau mo ou whakaora kia ou waia ki ou whare

Empowering our takiwa through mobile healthcare services

Te Ha o Maru Health and Social Services are offering a free Mokihi Waiora
clinic in the Waitaki Valley for all ages, at the Duntroon Community Hall,

6 Livingstone Street, opposite Duntroon School.

We are a holistic kaupapa Maori team weaving together Rokoa (traditional Maori healing
and remedies) and Nurse-led mahi with standing orders for some ailments.

The team includes our amazing Kaiarahi a whanau (whanau navigator hauora) Anjelica
Matapo, Rokoa practitioner Lavinia Moemate-Reihana and Kairuruku hauora (registered

nurse) Marianne Te Tau. We offer health promotion, health screening, education, advocacy
and navigation. We ensure whanau receive the support they need in waia/familiar settings

as close to home as possible to help break down the barriers when accessing health care. This
comprehensive approach ensures we can effectively address the diverse needs of our community.

All whanau welcome! There is something for everyone.

The clinic is a drop-in service from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm, with dates listed on
the attached flyer.

We look forward to seeing you and walking alongside you as you navigate
your waiora journey.

"Ina tae he manuhiri ki to whare, watua he korero. Whakaona ou manuhiri."

Welcoming each person as manuhiri, not clients, and working always with the
whole whanau, not individuals.

Te Ha o Maru,  23 Coquet St, Level 1, Oamaru 9400. Ph. 0800 0800 07





by Anne Phillips-Vira

3: St Magnus Church, Birsay https://www.orkney.com/listings/st-magnus-church

In this edition I'll be exploring the connections between the name St Magnus in the Orkney
Islands and that of the former St Magnus Presbyterian Church, Duntroon.

As a child, I attended St Magnus Church with my mother (Alison Phillips) from the 1960s until
I left home in the early 1980s. At the time the name of the church wasn't something that
captured my interest. However, in 2019 on a visit to the Orkney Islands in search of my ancestry,
I visited St Magnus Churchyard in Birsay where, to my delight, I found the headstones of my
great great grandparents James Phillips and Janet Taylor.

What I found really striking was the recurrence of names in the Orkney churchyard that have
long been associated with people who once lived in Duntroon. Names such as Johnston, Taylor,
Phillips, Rowland and Corrigall were all notable.

I was aware that there was a connection between the name St Magnus in the Orkneys and
St Magnus Church, Duntroon. After poring through cemetery documents and online sources,
I discovered that most people in the Duntroon cemetery of Orcadian descent had parents or
grandparents who were either baptised or married at St Magnus Church, Birsay. I wanted to
explore that connection further. I had two main questions in mind: Who was the famous St
Magnus and who were the Orkney people that lay behind the naming of the Duntroon
Presbyterian Church?

At some point on my travels, I realised that the church at Birsay is not the only one on the
Orkney mainland that carries the name of St Magnus. There are three in total: St Magnus
Kirk, Egilsay, St Magnus Church, Birsay and St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall.

Historic Duntroon: The St Magnus Churches;
from Orkney to Duntroon

One Viking Earl too Many
To find out more about the person behind the names of these churches, I consulted the Orkney
Islands Family History Society. I received a response from Jo Jones (personal communication,
December 17, 2025), a private tour guide and specialist in Orkney history, who provided the
following account of the famous Orkney Island saga of St Magnus ...

Magnus Erlendsson was a Viking Earl who, together with his cousin Haakon, ruled over Orkney
in the early 12th century. That was one earl too many. Haakon grew jealous of Magnus who
was a popular leader. It was agreed that the pair would meet on the island of Egilsay with
two ships each of unarmed men to peacefully resolve their differences.

1: St Magnus Kirk, Egilsay, Birsay https://www.orkney.com/listings/st-magnus-kirk

2: St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall  https://www.orkney.com/listings/st-magnus-cathedral
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Earl Magnus arrived as planned but Haakon didn't stick to the arrangement and turned up
with eight heavily armed ships.

Magnus was captured and then in an attempt to save his cousin's soul (after his act of deceit
and intent to kill), he made three suggestions - to go into exile in Scotland and be imprisoned,
to go on a pilgrimage and never return to Orkney or to be maimed, blinded and locked in a
dungeon on the condition that his men be left unharmed. However, both Haakon and his
supporters wanted Magnus killed to remove him as a threat to their leader's authority.

Neither Haakon nor any of his supporters wanted to "do the deed" so Haakon commanded
his cook, Lifolf, to kill Magnus with his axe. Magnus forgave Lifolf, gave him his cloak, knelt
and prayed. Lifolf then killed him with a single blow to the skull.

After his burial at Egilsay, Magnus' mother Thora begged Haakon to return Magnus' body
to the mainland where he was buried at Christ Church, Birsay. It is widely accepted, but also
disputed, that the current St Magnus Church at Birsay was rebuilt in the 18th century on the
site of 10th century cathedral Christ Church (Simek, 2023) where Magnus was laid to rest.

 Twenty-one years after Magnus' Christian burial, and after many reports of strange lights,
beautiful fragrances and miraculous cures of sickness, Bishop William had Magnus' bones
exhumed and consecrated. Sainthood was granted and Magnus' bones (relics) were later
transferred to the Kirkwall Cathedral which was built in his honour in 1137.

This story was originally told in 'The Orkneyinga Saga', a document written in 1200 AD by
an unknown Icelandic author, which tells of the Nordic Earls of the Orkney Islands.

Whether or not the story of St Magnus is a true portrayal of events (the accuracy of St
Magnus'murder on Egilsay was disputed by forensic anthropologist Prof. Don Brothwell in
2004), it does indicate how important Earl Magnus Erlendson was (and still is) to the people
of Orkney. It also provides a link between Duntroon’s Orkney settlers and the Parish of Birsay.

Most of Duntroon's early Orcadians were either baptised or married at St Magnus Church,
Birsay. They are as follows: James A Taylor, James B. Taylor, John Corrigall, Margaret Taylor
Corrigall, Margaret Corrigall Reeves, Catherine Corrigall Sangster, Charles Leonard and
Euphemia Wilson Leonard. Two other very notable Duntroon residents who married in the
Parish of Birsay are Nicol Slater Muirden (of Duntroon blacksmith fame) and Lillie Jane Spence
Johnston. According to the statutory registers of Scotland, they were married at Lillie's parents'
house on Muse Farm, Birsay in January 1920 (National Records of Scotland, 1920).

St Magnus Duntroon after flood, 1980
(Phillips, private collection)

Inside St Magnus Church, Birsay, 2019
(Phillips, private collection)



Duntroon Digger Dates 2026
Dear Readers
We are providing the following table as a guideline/reminder of Digger dates for 2026.
The table below also provides a ‘pre-digger’ deadline date for those of you who wish to send in content
such as advertisements, letters or articles. Please note that we do not advertise items for sale. We suggest
that this be done on the Duntroon Facebook page.
We intend to email The Digger on the same date as publication. Hard copies will be distributed by our
deliverers as soon as possible after publication.

 Thank you for your ongoing interest in The Digger. We look forward to receiving your news items,
comments and letters in the year ahead. Please send to Gill at  duntroondigger@gmail.com

Month        Pre-Digger Deadline       Publishing Date
February      28/01/2026       03/02/2026
April      31/03/2026    07/04/2026
June   27/05/2026     02/06/2026
August   29/07/2026     04/08/2026
October       29/09/2026    06/10/2026
December   25/11/2026     01/12/2026

Container for sale
20ft container for sale $5,000 located at Georgetown. Tidy condition, very watertight.

Ph Steve 0273 203 223

It was my intention to reveal some interesting stories about the early people of St Magnus
Church, Duntroon but that will have to wait until the next edition. However, in my search for
information, I stumbled across two articles in the "Newsletter of the Orkney Family History
Society" written by Ann Trewern (nee Taylor) and James R. Harvey, the first of whom is a great
granddaughter of John Corrigall and Margaret Ann Taylor.

There is insufficient space to include their stories in the print version of 'The Digger'. However,
you will find them attached in the email version and I will be sure to post them on the notice
board in the Duntroon Cemetery sexton shed. If you happen to be passing, do call in and
have a read.
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